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Lesson for July 23 in this issue 


Lesson 4.—Isaiah Denounces Drunkenness and 
Other Sins (Temperance Lesson). 
Isaiah 5 : 1-30. 
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The Far Look 
Psalm 121: 1 


By the late Annie Johnson Flint 


“The far look rests the eyes"’ (Oculist's advice 
to a patient). 

WILL lift up mine eyes to the hills 

For my help comes down from the height, 

From the maker of heaven and earth 

Who dwells in ineffable light ; 
I will soothe aching eyes with their peace, 

And bathe tired thoughts in their calm 
And find for my weariness rest, 

And find for life’s wounding a balm. 


I will lift up mine eyes to the hills 
From the earth’s constant fretting and 
Strain ; 
Too near loom its duties and cares, 
Too small seem its loss and its gain ; 
I will turn for a while to the great 
From the sordid, the petty, the mean,, 
From the close crowding troubles I know 
And the ills that I fear, yet unseen. 


I will lift up mine eyes to the hills 
From the day’s dull monotonous round, 
And after life’s clamorous calls 
Their silence is sweeter than sound ; 
Their beauty and strength blend in one 
And their quite is holier far 
Than the din of man’s endless disputes 
Or his vehement arguments are. 


Oh, I need the far look to the hills 
And I need the high look to the skies, 
Till my spirit grows strong for the strife 
And their healing shall soothe painful eyes ; 
Their stillness sinks deep in my soul 
And hushes its throbbing affright ; 
Lord, Thy strength is the strength of the hill 
And I cradle my heart in its might. 
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When We Are Helpless 


And who is not helpless? The Farm 
Mother, whose wholesome and _ sensible 
“Letters” have blessed so many readers of 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times, writes in a 
personal note to one of the staff of her 
love for flowers, and how bravely they have 


been making their appearance in the weeks 
of this past spring. “Talk about feeling 
as weak as a violet —they almost flaunted 
their color like dandelions ; perhaps because, 
instead of being ‘alone with the awful sky,’ 
they fairly crowded each other. And of 
course there are baby things everywhere, 
none of them in the least distressed over 
their deflated value. Little knock-kneed 
calves hold their tails quite as high as they 
did in war times.” Somehow the animals 
and the birds and the flowers do not seem 
to worry about the depression! They are 
quite helpless —and so are we. But it is 
a good time to remember the poem, “Over- 
heard in an Orchard,” by Elizabeth Cheney, 
which first appeared years ago in THE 
Sunpay ScHOoL TIMEs: 


Said the Robin to the Sparrow, 
“T should really like to know 
Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so.” 


Said the Sparrow to the Robin, 
“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no heavenly Father 

Such as cares for you and me.” 
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On a Rainy Day 

There is often rain and storm when we 
would like sunshine. But the rain need 
not dishearten us. A good many years ago 
the present Editor of the Times was in 
Karlsbad with his father, and King Fer- 
dinand of Bulgaria visited the place, at- 
tended the baths in the Kur Haus, and of 
course distributed royal fees among the 
physicians and attendants. A few days 
later, when it was raining hard, the Editor 
was talking with one of the Austrian phy- 
sicians whom he knew well, and expressed 
regret that it was such a rainy day. “Ah, 
but I have the remembers!” exclaimed the 
doctor — reminiscing of the King’s visit. 
What is a rainy day to a man who has 
been visited by a King and has received a 
King’s favors! During the storms of today 
we who are “children of the King” may 
well “have the remembers” of the royal 
blessings he has bestowed upon us. He has 
visited us himself, — better than that, he has 
come to stay, for “Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the age.” 
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If He Never Lived —What of That?” 


A Christian lawyer offers an answer 


RS. PEARL S. BUCK, while a 
M missionary in China of the (North- 

ern) Presbyterian Board of For- 
eign Missions, wrote an article that was 
published this spring in a widely-circulated 
popular magazine, giving her thoughts 
about the Lord Jesus Christ — but nowhere 
in the article does she call him Lord. 

She says: “The serenity of the Buddha 
is Christ’s serenity.” 

Of his deity and virgin birth, and that 
he was “made into human flesh awhile 
to save the sons of men,” she says: “These 
things may be true. I do not know.” 

Finally she says: “And what if he never 
lived? What of that? Whether Christ 
had a body or not, whether he had a time 
to be born in history and a time to die as 
other men have is of no matter now; per- 
haps it never was of any matter.” 

Mrs. Buck’s statements are evidence that 
there is Modernism of the most extreme 
character in our denominational foreign 
mission boards, as pointed out in the edi- 
torial in the Times of May 20, “The Be- 
trayal Commission and the Boards.” It is 
true that Mrs. Buck resigned from her 
Board a few weeks ago. Her resignation 
was not requested by the Board, but she 
withdrew voluntarily, and her Board ac- 
cepted her resignation “with regret,’ and 


added “its earnest prayer that her unusual 
abilities may continue to be richly used in 
behalf of the people of China.” It is not 
strange that the Bible-believing Christians 
in that denomination, as in others, are con- 
vinced that new mission boards must be 
formed, standing true to the Word and ‘the 
faith. 

Irwin H. Linton, a lawyer of Washing- 
ton, D. C., is well known to readers of 
THE Sunpbay Scuoor Times for his fear- 
less testimony to the fundamentals of the 
faith as given in a series of articles pub- 
lished here a few years ago, and later in the 
volume, “A Lawyer and_ the ~- Bible” 
(Harpers).1 Mr. Linton’s logic and ration- 
alism are unanswerable, for they are based 
on the wisdom and the Word of God. In 
the article that follows Mr. Linton answers 
Mrs. Buck. 


WE NEED denominational missionary 
boards who believe so firmly that it is 
important whether Christ really lived and 
died and rose from the dead that they will 
not ask us to support missionaries who think + 
otherwise. 

I am sure there are thousands of us 
who are still sound enough, not only in the 





1 May be ordered from the Times Book Serv- 
ice, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, $1.60. 
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faith, but in “mind, memory, and under- 
standing,” to know that, if the truth about 
any facts ever imagined or alleged does 
make a difference, it is the truth about 
those which have been reported to us ‘in 
the Bible about the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
can be sure, also, that every man has a 
creed about these things— positively or 
negatively — and that the only way not to 
have a creed is not to have a thought. 

The message is given to us that God 
the Son died for us. He whose reply is, 
“What of that?” in effect says, “Unim- 
portant if true.” We know from the bloody 
sweat of Christ in the Garden, and his cry 
of anguish from the Cross when our sins 
alienated his Father from him, that the 
transaction of Calvary seemed important 
to Christ. But it seems unimportant to 
the Modernist. “Perhaps it never was of 
any matter.” 


“Is It Nothing to You?” 


Our Lord cries from the cross: “Behold, 
and see if there be any sorrow like unto 
my sorrow, which is brought unto me.” 
“Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?” 
And the Modernist answer is: “Nothing 
at all. Whether you were just a man or 
really incarnate deity, ‘the everlasting God, 
Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth,’ whether you died voluntarily out of 
love for me or just because you couldn’t 
help it, whether you did or did not rise 
from the dead, are all matters of unim- 
portance and indifference.” ‘“What of 
that?” 

Could any layman, minister, or mission- 
ary board better prove unbelief of the alle- 
gations of the Gospels than to express or 
tolerate the idea that they are without im- 
portance? The great Character of the 
Gospels is alleged to have been Jehovah- 
Jesus; the thing he is said to have done, 
the most terrific and momentous conceiv- 
able in its bearing upon human life (the 
difference between eternal bliss and eternal 
misery); and the alleged resurrection the 
complete answer to the age-long cry, “If 
a man die, shall he live again?” Will any 
sane man say that the things alleged are 
unimportant? “Unimportant even if true”? 
Impossible. ‘“Unimportant because mani- 
festly untrue”? That is sane at least; but 
it brands a person an infidel who has no 
place in the. Presbyterian or any other 
Christian Church. 

Do we not see, in this contemptuous re- 
mark that the whole story about Christ 
is unimportant—‘“What of that?”’—an 
illustration of that egotism which is at the 
bottom of all sin from that of Lucifer to 
yours and mine? We assert the right to 
act according to our own will and impulse 
rather than in conformity to God’s law. 
Then, if there be sin to atone for, we will 
do it for ourselves. We are not so low as 
to ask another to do it for us. “What 
Christ did, living and dying, is not im- 


portant. What J do, is. I don't need 
his imputed righteousness; I have my 
own.” 


Unitarian Arius admitted the fact of Cal- 
vary to be important, and the identity of 
the victim so tremendously so that he could 
not believe one so maltreated as was the 
Christ could be a Person of the Trinity. 
Thus also reasoned Pagan Celsus. In a 
way, Celsus honored the greatness of 
Christ’s ‘sacrifice by thinking it incredible 
that a God could descend so low or give 
to his creatures so self-sacrificing a love. 
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I would rather stand with Celsus in the 
great day, with this attitude toward the 
atonement, than with those who say the 
deity of Christ, the identity of Christ, the 
very fact of Christ, are unimportant. “Sup- 
pose he never lived, what of that?” 

If a man were reported killed in England 
who resembled the Prince of Wales, the 
truth of the rumor and the identity of the 
victim would be important. But whether 
the man who was crucified was the “Prince 
of Glory,” the Person who created the uni- 
verse and whose heart broke in redeeming 
it, and who sustains “all things by the 
word of his power,” —that power which 
keeps in vibration the electrons that are 
the stuff of which the universe is made, that 
power which if withdrawn for a moment 
would cause all things to cease and vanish 
and “leave not a wrack behind,” — whether 
the victim of Calvary was that Being, and 
whether there was really a victim and really 
a Calvary —all these things are of so lit- 
tle consequence that it is now unimportant, 
not only whether Christ was man or God, 
but even whether he was man or myth: 
merely a wild thought from.a fevered brain, 
a fable from a false pen, a lying word from 
a foolish mouth. “What if Christ never 
lived, what of that?” 

I have read that Mahatma Gandhi has 
said that in his dying he wants to hold on 
to the tail of a cow. To the Hindu the 
cow is sacred, and her tail is at least a 
real thing. Would not even the real tail 
of a cow be a better thing to trust to in 
a time of need than a false tale about a 
man who never lived? 

How hard it is to win fame in the honest, 
faithful path of duty! How easy it is to 
get notoriety, fame’s evil converse, by be- 
traying it! How few men walking down 
the street on their feet are noticed; how in- 
stantly is a man who walks on his hands! 
And how many religious leaders have found 
the short cut to notoriety by preaching infi- 
delity from a Christian pulpit! Surely Mrs. 
Buck had won enough fame by her novel, 
whose moldy flavor of Chinese moral deprav- 
ity so enlivens her vivid picture of Oriental 
life, not to need the notoriety her super- 
cilious question about the importance of 
Christ’s career has brought her. I am sure 
she had no idea of the inevitable implica- 
tions of her question. But could Paul of 
Tarsus after the Damascus road meeting, 
or anyone who has had the Holy Spirit 
whisper into his ear the tremendous secret 
of Jesus Christ’s real identity, ask, “What 
if he never lived, what of that?” 


As Important as Eternity 

The identity and authority of the Man 
who said of himself, “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him,” 
are matters of supreme importance to every 
soul. The verbatim accuracy of the quo- 
tation and the authority of the speaker are 
as important to us as eternity itself. If 
Christ was God and spoke the words, 
whether a man believes on him makes the 
difference betwetn the wrath of God and 
the love of God; Heaven and hell. “What 
of that?” That of that. 

We read in John’s Epistle that he who 
denies that Jesus is come in the flesh is 
antichrist, or against Christ. Where does 
the missionary or the mission board stand, 
in the light of this text, with a statement 
that it makes too little difference whether 
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Christ did or did not come in the flesh, to 
form an opinion about the matter or 
test other Christians’ right to the name with 
reference to it? 

Is not this supercilious attitude toward 
what the Church in all ages has been will- 
ing to die to maintain as Christianity’s 
eternal, factual verities, the basic issue be- 
tween Modernism and Fundamentalism? 
When I learn from the Auburn Affirmation 
that the signers used the words “facts” and 
“theories” as interchangeable and equivalent 
in meaning, and hear, from the New York 
pulpit whose weird utterances in the name 
of Chrisiianity have given it so wide notori- 
ety, such a pronouncement as that “the 
Apostles’ Creed is a formula by which men 
of an early and unscientific age expressed 
their faith,” but not necessarily their be- 
lief in the objective reality of the sober, 
concrete facts recited, and thus learn that 
to a Modernist real facts mean the same as 
a fictitious formula, belief the same as un- 
belief, that “born of the virgin Mary” is 
merely a complimentary phrase expressing 
admiration for Christ’s unique character, 
that “the third day he rose again from the 
dead” means merely that the untrue legend 
about him is still inspiring, and that “he 
shall come again to judge the quick and the 
dead” means only that the cult growing 
out of the falsehoods related about him is 
a constructive influence in improving social 
and hygienic conditions, then human lan- 
guage seems to me to have lost sense and 
definition, and the whole controversy to 
partake of the nature of a hearing “de 
lunatico inquirendo.” 


Applying Lunacy Tests 

I have gone so far as to say. to myself, 
“Somebody’s crazy.” And to reassure my- 
self that it is not my fellow Fundamental- 
ists and myself, I recall that sane men of 
sober mind live in the world and on the 
plane of objective reality, and mentally un- 
balanced men in the realm where the real 
and the unreal, the objective and the sub- 
jective, are mixed and confused. By the 
tests applied in a lunacy hearing, it is not 
the hard-headed, matter of fact, literal- 
minded, prosaic Fundamentalist. who is 
“non compos mentis.” He deals with real- 
ities. To him, things are real or unreal, 
an allegation is the truth or a lie. To the 
Modernist the unreal is as good as the 
real. “What if he never lived, what of 
that? What’s the difference between the 
false and the true, the real. and unreal, 
fact, formula, theory? One is as good as 
another in my brain.” 

God grant that people who have never 
needed anything more than a poem or 
an interesting story to inspire and help 
them may soon find the Christ who is real 
in his person and infinite in his power. 
When we are “at ease,” and the baby hasn’t 
the croup, and there is not an earthquake 
going on or a storm at sea, a lovely legend 
is as stimulating as a true Gospe!, and not 
nearly so hampering to our natural im- 
pulses. But “when the storms of life o’er- 
take us,” when death is upon us, we need 
a real Christ as badly as a ship about to 
be blown ashore needs, not the mental con- 
cept, but the metal reality of an anchor 
to hang to. 


“Therefore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the THINGS which we 
have heard, lest at any time we should let 
them slip:’—Hebrews 2: 1. 
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A grateful pupil's personal tribute to the 
y late Br Melvin Grove Kyle 


A Many-Sided Minister of Cheiat,caunowt _ gga 
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of gratitude to Melvin Grove Kyle, 

many-sided minister of Christ, valiant 
defender of the faith, ardent lover of his 
Lord. It has been granted to few men to 
combine the gifts of pastor, preacher, 
teacher, theologian, administrator, writer, 
archeologist. Not only did Dr. Kyle pos- 
sess these gifts in eminent degree, but 
through a long ministry he constantly ex- 
ercised all of them. 

But it is a more personal tribute of grati- 
tude that I am privileged to render to the 
memory of this beloved leader. He was 
one of my spiritual fathers, and greatest, 
I believe, of all the teachers under whom 
I have studied.. Since those personal con- 
tacts throw such clear light upon Dr. Kyle 
as a man and as a Christian: leader, I am 
venturing to record some of them. 


Ter: whole Church owes a large debt 


Influencing a Young Man 


It was during my years as an associate 
editor of Tue Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, 
from 1912-1917, that I came into close 
touch with Dr. Kyle, although as a boy I 
admired him at a distance as one of the 
leaders of our United Presbyterian denomi- 
nation in Philadelphia. For years he was 
pastor of the church in Frankford, and 
highly respected in all that community. 

I reveled in the archeological articles 
and other contributions of Dr. Kyle to the 
Times. It was my pleasant task to prepare 
many of them for publication, and the com- 
bination of accurate scholarship, popular 
touch, homely wisdom, and keen humor was 
a constant delight; and always was there 
loyalty to God’s Word and a strengthening 
confirmation of its infallible truth. 

In my last year in the Tres editorial 
rooms there came a conviction that I should 
prepare to go to the mission field., Dr. 
Kyle was President of the Foreign Mission 
Board of the United Presbyterian Church, 
of which. I was a member, and I went to 
him for counsel, not,so much in his official 
capacity, however, but as a friend. To my 
surprise, his judgment was that i should 
not go to the mission field. He told me 
what he thought of the unique ministry 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, and how 
much it was needed in our day. Many, he 
said, would be. qualified for the mission 
field, but not many for work such as was 
needed in a paper like the Times; and 
there was a great missionary opportunity 
in the paper. However, he concluded, if 
the leading was to the mission field, he 
would be glad to help in any way he could 
in my preparation and would give me pri- 
vate instruction in the seminary subjects, 
if I desired it, while I continued my work 
at the Times, and later in the university. 

I was startled. i fear I never did ex- 
press to Dr. Kyle how deeply this gener- 
ous offer affected mc. For months there- 
after, two and three nigt.ts a week, I jour- 
neyed to his‘home and’ had his guidance in 
the study of theology, archeology, church 
history, homiletics. He ws at that time 


Not alone this grateful pupil could tes- 
tify concerning Dr. Kyle, but the life 
of this many-sided man, contributed 
many a personal blessing to others all 
over the world. Dr. Kyle’s gifts were 
used in fine adjustment to the needs 
of those whom he would reach, both 
among the highly-trained research ex- 
perts and also among. the technically 
untrained student of God’sWord. That 
his scholarly attainments did not make 
him a less approachable and satisfying 
friend to the young student, was an 
evidence of the well-rounded gifts that 
God had bestowed upon him. 








professor of theology in Xenia Seminary, 
spending a portion of his year there. Later 
he resigned his pastorate and became presi- 
dent of the Seminary. 

Biblical theology became a living, vital 
thing under Dr. Kyle’s masterly survey of 
the Scriptures in their unfolding of the 
revelation concerning God. Each doctrine 
was dealt with ii: -mplicity and in connec- 
tion: with the practical application to life. 
As an example may be noted his striking 
analysis of the first temptation and its re- 
lation to our temptations. He drew out in 
his teaching the fact that man has three 
great desires: the desire to enjoy things, 
the desire to get things, the desire to do 
things. He pointed out that the desire to 


enjoy things included all the appetites of — 


the body, that the desire to get things in- 
cluded all the world outside our own bodies, 
that the desire to do things or accomplish 
things included all that we might do to 
effect that world. So these three comprised 
all relationships and all the possible ave- 
nues of temptation. It was to these three 
desires that the Serpent appealed in the 
temptation. of our first parents; Eve saw 
that the tree was good for food (desire 
to enjoy things with her body), that is 
was a delight to the eyes (desire to get 
things — outside the body), that it would 
make man wise or make them like God 
(ambition, or desire to accomplish things). 
Dr. Kyle defined temptation as “the stir- 
ring up of a natural desire to go beyond 
the bound set by God.” 


Writing for the Plain Man 


Many Times readers may recall a re- 
markable series of unsigned articles by “The 
Dreamer.” They were visions or day 
dreams of Bible scenes and events in Pal- 
estine, word. pictures that made the ancient 
story live. Probably few ever guessed that 
the learned Times archeologist had written 
these articles. It would not be supposed 
that a careful. scientist would have the 
gifts of imagination and spiritual insight 
displayed in those articles. They were 
written against a background of perfect 
acquaintance with the Palestine of our day 
and of Bible times. 

One that I vividly recall was “The Over- 
head Railway at -Dothan.” The Dreamer 
was riding in an elevated train in New 
York rejoicing in having gotten above the 


roar and din and confusion of the traffic in 
the streets. He dozed off and was trans- 
ported to a scene in Dothan and back to 
the days of Joseph. All the events in 
Joseph’s life passed rapidly before him, and 
he sketched them with vivid strokes that 
gave the background of the story in ancient 
Egypt. But these were the things that hap- 
pened on Joseph’s surface journey. Over 
the same route ran an “oyerhead railway” 
of God’s sovereign working, a parallel road 
that gathered up and controlled all the 
earthly doings of men, and worked out his 
glorious purpose. 

Kyle, the careful archeologist, did not 
spoil Kyle the preacher nor Kyle the writer. 
He was simple and human in all his writ- 
ing and preaching. He dealt with the 
higher critics in a gentlemanly and kindly 
way, but keenly showed their fallacies. 
Very notable work he did in the field of 
archeology; but, after the fashion of the 
destructive critics, they ignored much of it, 
and counted as true scholarship: only what 
seemed to support their own conclusions. 
There was nothing in Dr. Kyle’s writings 
of the seeming “profundity,” which is really 
obscurity; he spoke in plain terms for the 
plain man. 


His Balance a View and Expression 


Along with his happy originality of 
thought and clearness of expression, there 
was a soberness and conservativeness about 
his viewpoint. He shrank from all super- 
ficialities of modern ways. All that savored 
of “jazz” was repugnant to his soul. This 
sometimes was carried into a protesting atti- 
tude against modern inventions that were 
not of the “jazz” order. In the years’ I 
knew him he was in revolt against auto. 
mobiles; they were locomotives, he said, 
and should not run unrestricted in the high- 
ways. 

He was balanced in his theological views, 
and desired to avoid dogmatism in things 
on which sound scholars differed. This was 
evidenced in his view of the Lord’s coming. 
He held that the coming of the Lord’ was 
imminent, but was loath to express any 
dogmatic conclusions on the matter of the 
millennium. 

When Dr. Kyle rose to speak in any 
assembly of the church, there was close 
attention to his words, for all expected a 
clear expression, carefully thought through, 
and based on the highest standards of judg- 
ment. And minister or Sunday-school 
teacher will be the richer in his equipment 
and in his thinking who will read Dr. 
Kyle’s books on archeology. Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull was one of the first to write 
archeology in a way that revealed its fas 
cinating interest to the average Bible stu- 
dent. Melvin Grove Kyle carried on and 
carried further this testimony through THe 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times. He was a sci- 
entist and a scholar who knew the man in 
the pew, a lover of the Word and of men 
whose diggings have enriched many. 


Cotumsia, S. C. 








448 2. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


july 8, 1933 





ne 
meena 





A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 














( "Under Pe Slaves Who Stand True 
Under Persecution.—A thrilling ac- 
count is:given in World Dominion of 

revival among the indentured Negroes of the 
two Portuguese islands, St. Thomas and 
Prince’s in the Gulf of Guinea, off the 
West Coast of Africa. These blacks live 
under conditions that have raised constant 
protest, and Dutch and English cocoa 
manufacturers refuse to buy the islands’ 
products by way of giving point to pro- 
test. This has embittered the planters 
against Protestant missions, so that Chris- 
tian Negroes who reach the islands have 
found it very difficult to engage in wor- 
ship. 

Nothing has availed, however, to crush 
Christian witness. Groups of believers have 
held their meetings in forest depths until 
discovered and ordered to desist. Not 
having printed hymn books and Bibles, one 
of their number, a certain Kanja by name, 
undertook the arduous task of writing out 
whole sections of the New Testament and 
the more outstanding stories of the Old 
Testament, such as Abram’s call, Joseph’s 
imprisonment, the story of the Exodus, 
Daniel among. the lions. As the Christian 
community grew, Kanja was obliged to 
start a sort of night school to teach others 
the writing of Scripture extracts. After 
a time the brutal plantation owners, hear- 
ing of these improvised schools, ordered 
them stopped, and destroyed all manuscripts 
they could lay hands on. Kanja lost some 
twenty copies. 

But these small tyrants were unable to 
repress the movement. New copies were 
secretly made and secret weekly meetings 
were -held in the bush whenever possible. 
When Kanja went home to the mainland, 
after eleven years of plantation life, he 
left three hundred Christian men, converts 
of his self-sacrificing ministry. 

Silivondela, another Christian on St. 
Thomas, asked his foreman if he might be 
permitted to read and pray, but was told 
that all his time belonged to the company. 
“His request could not be regarded.” Nay, 
more! Two men were placed with chains 
at the doorway of his lodging and told to 
bind him if he did any more singing or 
praying. The foreman also forced him to 
do the heaviest sort of lifting. “I did my 
best without complaint, and think God gave 
me special strength so that I did not break 
down.” In spite of all persecution, he con- 
tinued to write Scripture portions and to 
organize classes secretly. The interest in- 
creased until there were fifty classes on 
twelve plantations with from five to sixty- 
five members in each. After a time the 
plantation authorities, seeing how favor- 
ably this religious lKfe affected their help, 
became more friendly, and the movement 
took larger proportions. “Before I left,” 
writes this Christian leader, “there were 797 
Christian believers in the plantations.” 
Another repatriated Christian told his 
friends that 220 Christian groups now meet 
in St. Thomas. 


Revival in Norway has been reported as 
very general in the past two years. Frank 
Mangs, who has been the leading evangel- 
ist, has also been preaching in Greater New 
York. Pastor M. Josefson (the Bronx) 
writes to the Scandinavian religious press: 
“The attendance has been such that it has 
been impossible to accommodate all that 
would come. JA sign cf the time has been 
that the Jews have ioaned us their syna- 
gogues, both in Brooklyn and in the Bronx 
for these meetings, without charge, while 
Christian churches required payment.” 

Of the Norwegian revival Kyrkan och 
Folket writes: “Practically the . whole 





A Hebrew - Christian 
Colony 





The establishment of a Hebrew- 
Christian colony in Palestine is 
under consideration, and Hebrew 
Christians have sold their valuable 
property, Abraham’s Vineyard, to 
provide the initial fund for a site. 
Many of them in Palestine and else- 
where are in need of a place where 
they can earn their living and be 
mutually helpful to one another. 
Further, many Hebrew Christians, 
who are not so hard-pressed, have 
volunteered to go to Palestine, apart 
from any remuneration, and assist 
in the building up of a colony where 
not only they themselves can live 
happily but whence also a strong 
Christian testimony shall radiate to 
all the other colonies in the Holy 
Land. Already, according to Mr. 
Daher who is evangelizing Jews in 
Palestine, many Jews have come to 
Christ through reading the New 
‘Testament,—in the colonies Afuleh, 
Nahalal, Dhedera, Zichron-Yacoh, 
Tiberias, Ain-Kharad. ‘I am sure 
that when we have a Hebrew- 
Christian colony in Palestine these 
secret believers will openly confess 
their faith.” Eighteen hundred du- 
nams of land have been bought for 
this colony near Acre and close to 
the Syria-Palestine Road. 











country, with the exception of Bergen and 
Stavanger, has been more or iless under 
its influence. Many think it to be the most 
extensive visitation for centuries, the Hauge 
revival of a hundred years ago not ex- 
cepted. No especial human instrument can 
be pointed out as its source. The fire has 
simply broken out here and there in the 
country. Mr. Hagner, a Norwegian author, 
links up the revival’s relation to the Nor- 


wegian people’s determined battle against 
Modernist theology, of which their Church 
Faculty (as opposed to the University 
faculty) has been the expression. About 
half of the clergy now in Norwegian pul- 
pits have had their training in this theo- 
logical seminary, which loyal Christian peo- 
ple have built up.” 


The Nazis of Germany repudiate the Old 
Testament on the ground that it is a Jew- 
ish book. Dr. Laible, editor, of the Allge- 
meine evangelisch-lutherische Kirchenzeit- 
ung, on the other hand says that no book 
in the world relates so unsparingly the 
sins of the Jews. It spares neither patri- 
archs nor kings, neither priests nor 
prophets, neither princes nor people. It 
would be hard to find in-the Bible a cata- 
logue of Jewish virtues, but of their evil 
deeds enough and plenty. 

Those who describe it as a religious docu- 
ment of the Orient are also wrong. It 
declares war on all the religions of the 
earth,—the religions of Egypt, of Baby- 
lonia, of the Canaanites, of the Assyrians, 
the Greeks, the Romans. It is enemy of 
them all, tearing away the deceptive veils 
of human representation. It is alien to man 
because man is alienated from God. The 
Old Testament is not mere Jewish history ; 
it is the history of God’s dealings with 
men. God created the world, God pun- 
ished Cain, God sent the Flood, God called 
Abraham, gave the law to Moses, sent 
prophets, punished his disobedient people 
with banishment. Always God, God. They 
quote the story of Jacob to prove how lit- 
tle the Old Testament is suited for the 
German people. Yet this very story dis- 
plays the divine authorship. After Jacob’s 
deceit comes the judgment of God which 
breaks the proud man completely. And the 
spirit of the New Testament, the mercy of 
God who takes lost sons to himself, also 
shines through the story. It is of the high- 
est teaching value to children, shows the 
seriousness of God, his horror of sin, and 
the triumph of his rescuing love. There- 
fore has the Lord Jesus, in the first Old 
Testament quotation recorded of him, re- 
ferred to Jacob’s ladder. 

Of the theory of a German religion, Dr. 
Laible continues (Allgemeine evangelisch- 
lutherische Kirchenzeitung): “Who would 
pretend that the early German sagas were 
moral? Segest was a traitor, Siegfried an 
adulterer. We read of the treacherous mur- 
der of Hagen, of the killing of the defense- 
less Gunther by his sister for the sake of 
money, of the betrayal of Dietrich by his 
comrades. No, German ethics need cleans- 
ing with Christianity, as those of all peo- 
ples. All have gone astray. The talk of 
a German God, a God with German color- 
ing, is pure nonsense. As if one could 
color God! It is like coloring the sun. 
One can put on green cr blue or yellow 
spectacles and see God through them, but 
that does not in the least alter the nature 
of God.” 























Lesson for July 23 


Away from Rome in Bolivia.—Mr. Gar- 
rett, the former Catholic bishop of Cocha- 


bamba, Bolivia, is now a Methodist minis- ~ 


ter; Mr. Montano, former Dominican friar 
of Cochabamba is preaching the Gospel in 
Peru; Dr. Sardan, Canon of Sucre Cathe- 
dral, is now preaching for the Canadian 
Baptist Mission in Bolivia. Seven or eight 
other priests are considering the abandon- 
ment of Rome. 

Dr. Saul Sardan is not only a profound 
theologian, but holds the title to practice 
law in Bolivia. For thirty-two years he 
has been a priest of Rome. This church 
has notified him that if he does not repent 
and return within two months she will de- 
grade him. The people listen eagerly to 
his exposition of the Gospel. In The Bo- 
livian, Indian, Mr. George Allan reports on 
a meeting which he addressed in Capinota, 
two hundred being present. He explained 
to these confused minds the Pauline and 
Reformation teaching that faith is the jus- 
tifying cause and works the fruit of faith. 
He showed also, in answer to questions, 
how the Roman priests shut the door of 
salvation on themselves by their doctrine 
that “to celebrate a sacrament in sin is 
a mortal sin.” Adding together the num- 
ber of their sacraments — baptisms, mar- 
riages, confirmations, confessions, masses 
—celebrated by a single priest in a year 
he arrived at the total of 100,000. “This 
appalling number of mortal sins committed 
in one year! How can one eradicate them 
by good works?” So he went on and the 
people listened, listened. 


Gandhi Has Made Mission Hospitals 
a Mark of His Special Attack.—That is 
because he is at heart a Brahman. with a 
Brahman’s enmity to Christianity. The late 
Maharajah of Kolhapur said shortly before 
his death, “In order to enthrone India we 
must dethrone the Brahmans.” Gandhi in 
the Poona Pact approved of the separate 
register for untouchables. His champion- 
ship of these people does not go down to 
the roots of things. On the other hand, the 
late Maharajah outlined a campaign for 
the removal of caste restrictions in his 
state, a campaign which has been: cagried 
out by his son so that from: now on un- 
touchability is no longer recognized in the 
State of Kolhapur. When the former Ma- 
harajah was asked where he got the idea 
of eliminating caste he said from the Miraj 
Mission Hospital. This is the hospital of 
American Presbyterians, of which Dr. 
Wanless was the honored head. B. G. 
Tilak, a Hindu who is hostile to missions, 
tells us that Christian missionaries are the 
only people who have done what is right 
by the outcasts. 

It should be noted that Gandhi, who 
thinks missionaries should not teach by 
word of mouth but by Christian living “as 
the rose gives out perfume,” has no appre- 
ciation of this expression of Christian life, 
the service of the sick and suffering. Herein 
he passes adequate judgment upon himself. 


Se Do Beatha!—I have spoken of the 
Rev. Padraig Horan, former Irish Catholic 
and Irish Republican soldier, now clergy- 
man and evangelist in the Church of Eng- 
land. In The Christian Irishman he writes 
a lovely little article on the above Gaelic 
phrase, Se do beatha! This, it seems, is 
the salutation of the Gaelic Irish handed 
down perhaps from Patrick or Kevin or 
some other of the early missionaries to 
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that land. It’s meaning is, “He is thy life.” 
One may often hear it, taking the place 
of such salutations as “How are you?” in 
Gaelic-speaking circles, in classrooms, and 
by the warm, welcoming, peat fires of little 
houses. 

“What a joyful and comforting greeting. 
It is like a holy whisper from the heart 
of God himself. The nation took the sacred 
salutation and wove it in simple beauty into 
the speech of every day. ... It is easy 
enough so to greet and so to speak, and 
yet withal to lose the inner gold of its 
shining. . . . We have stumbled after the 
gleams of other human spirits and closed 
our eyes to the Light of Heaven, the Sav- 
iour of the world. 

“The Lord Christ is the Light. All be- 
sides is darkness. Neither is there any 
other name under Heaven that is given 
among men wherein we must be saved. 

“Se do beatha. He is thy life, Jesus the 
Saviour.” 


Evangelists Earning Their Living as 
Mechanics.—The India Industrial Mis- 
sion, Cossipore, Calcutta, was organized by 
Edwin Lawrence, one time an engineer in 
the firm of Jessop and Company, of Cal- 
cutta. Mr. Lawrence was converted in 
Calcutta, and his attention was soon called 
to the perversion of education, which has 





No More Flowers 
for Idols 


Miss Hoare of the Japan Evan- 
gelistic Band tells this story of 
conversion. A flower-seller from 
Fujii-Dera, a place with thirty- 
three temples, came to a service, 
July 17. He had never heard any- 
thing of the Gospel; in fact, when 
he entered he asked where the God 
was who was worshiped. At the 
close he prayed aloud and thanked 
God for inviting him in. The les- 
son read that morning was Habba- 
kuk 2, and when it was finished he 
said he could no longer go on sell- 
ing flowers offered to idols, On 
reaching home he was. turned into 
the street for becoming a Christian, 
—no bedding even being allowed 
him. His assets were just one yen, 
but he never told any one what had 
happened until after he was bap- 
tized. He started a work in his 
Native town which soon gathered 
forty peopie,—converts and seekers. 
“Through this same flower-seller 
we hope to start work in another 
village shortly.” 














created in the great Indian cities an edu- 
cated proletariat of clerks and lawyers. 
He felt called of the Lord to devote his 
engineering abilities to the training of In~ 
dian Christians as manual workers. This 
led to the further step of combining man- 
ual work with evangelistic work after the 
fashion of the tentmaker of Tarsus. He 
believes that India is to be won to Christ, 
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not by paid preachers, but by evangelists 
earning their living as mechanics. 

He went to England and perfected him- 
self in the art of oxy-acetylene welding, at 
the same time enlisting a band of like- 
minded helpers. 

In 1925 he and Mrs, Lawrence obtained 
the use of the Church Missionary Society 
divinity school at Cossipore, then closed. 
“The first pupil,” says Light for the Fight- 
ing Forces, organ of the British Christian 
officers, “was a Brahman who had come in 
search of a clerical job. He is now a be- 
liever and has worked for two years as an 
artisan. Twenty young men have now passed 
through this mission into the world, and 
are earning an average of ninety rupees a 
month. Twenty-four are in training. The 
workshops produce patent vermin-proof 
bedsteads and other kinds of metal furni- 
ture, and the excellence of the work has 
been proved by many mission hospitals. 
Great stress is laid on regular Bible teach- 
ing and evangelistic training. The pupils 
go out regularly with an experienced mis- 
sionary to learn to preach in the open air.” 

This mission is, or will be, more than 
self-supporting, any profit going toward the 
Gospel work. All teaching is based on a 
full acceptance of the Bible as the Word 
of God. 


The Dissolution of Human Authority. 
—I passed lately an inscribed stone out- 
side a Swedish village on which was writ- 
ten, “Erected to commemorate the passage 
through this place of the King and Crown 
Prince on their way to Norway in July, 
1820.” Above are a rising sun and two 
gilt crowns. That was the day of author- 
ity when the king’s mere passage along a 
highway in a fashion consecrated it. 

How different the temper of mankind 
today! The revolt against authority reaches 
up to Heaven itself. Dr. Kaplan in open- 
ing the last synod of the Evangelical 
Church in Vienna said: 

“Even if we were never fallen to the 
deceptive illusion that the present earth 
and its present history were the frame for 
our happiness; even if we had never for- 
gotten the old wisdom which teaches us 
that we live in a world where rust eats 
iron, where all is fragile on thrones as in 
cottages,—an apocalyptic horror would 
nevertheless seize our hearts at the pres- 
ent hour. Conflicts intensify to the demonic 
—in the economic situation, in opinions re- 
garding custom and morality, in the strug- 
gles for national and cultural change. 
Things everywhere are in flux. The 
church’s mission remains. It is to bring 
the message of reconciliation into a bleed- 
ing and torn world.” 


The Jesuits To Be Evicted from Jugo- 
slavia.—It will be remembered that the in- 
defatigable clerical politicians were active 
in Serbia at the time of the outbreak of the 
Great War in 1914. They seem to have 
learned no lesson, but the government of 
Jugoslavia has and is applying this lesson. 
Within 48 hours of the passage of the new 
law the Jesuit fathers will have to pass 
the frontier. Their property is to be auc- 
tioned off. Meanwhile in Spain 40 Jesuit 
colleges, 8 universities, 6 novitiate houses, 
and various other institutions have been 
taken by the state and are to be operated 
as state institutions. 


Dats Lancep, DALSLAND, SWEDEN. 
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LESSON 4. JULY 23. 
SINS (TEMPERANCE LESSON) 








ISAIAH DENOUNCES DRUNKENNESS AND OTHER 


Golden Text.—Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.—Prov. 14:34 


International Uniform Lesson.—lsaiah 5: 1-30 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Isaiah 5 : 8-14, 18-24 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


Isa. 5:8 Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field 
to field? till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the 
midst of the earth ! 

In mine ears said the Lorp of hosts, Of a truth many houses 
shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant. 

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed 
of a homer shall yield an ephah. 

11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they 
may follow strong drink; that continue until night, ti// wine inflame 
them ! 

12 And the harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine, are 
in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the Lorp, neither 
consider the operation of his hands. 

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and 
sin as it were with a cart rope: 

19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we 
may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh 
and come, that we may know it! 

20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter! 

21 Woe unto them that are _wise in their own eyes, and ‘prudent 
in their own sight! 

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of 
strenae to mingle strong drink: 

3 Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the right- 
eouliens of the righteous from him! 

24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame con- 
sumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blos- 
som shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the 
Lorp of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Isa. 5: 8 Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field 
to field, till there be no room, and ye be made to dwell alone in the 
midst of the land! o9 In mine ears saith Jehovah of hosts, Of a 
truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without 
inhabitant. 10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and 
a homer of seed shall yield but an ephah. 11 Woe unto them that 
rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink ; -that 
tarry late into the night, till wine inflame them! 12 And the harp 
and the lute, the tabret and the pipe, and wine, are in their feasts; 
but they regard not the work of Jehovah, neither have they consid- 
ered the operation of his hands. 


18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of falsehood, and 
sin as it were with a cart rope; 19 that say, Let him make speed, 
let him hasten his work, that we may see it; and let the counsel of 
the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it! 
20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put dark- 
ness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and 
sweet for bitter! 21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own 
eyes, and prudent in their own sight! 22 Woe unto them that 
are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong 
drink; 23:that justify the wicked for a bribe, and take away the 
righteousness of the righteous from him! 

24 Therefore as the tongue of fire devoureth the stubble, and as 
the dry grass sinketh down in the flame, so their root shall be as 
rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust; because they 
have rejected the ‘law of Jehovah of hosts, and despised the word 
of the Holy One of Israel. 

1Or, teaching. 
American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia: Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


IX solemn woes were pronounced by 
S Isaiah upon Israel for their departure 

from God. Two of the six woes 
were directed against drinking and drunk- 
enness. And the other sins he denounced 
were linked closely with the sin of intem- 
perance. How significant that God’s 
prophet could not discuss national right- 
eousness and personal piety without giving 
special attention to the drink question. 
We are face to face with the same great 
facts that we inet in Judges: sin and judg- 
ment, repentance and deliverance. In our 
day the facts have not changed. 


The Historical Setting 

We may reckon Isaiah’s ministry as be- 
ginning about 760 B. C. and closing 700 
B. C. The dates and duration are uncer- 
tain, but it lasted at least forty years and 
possibly sixty years. The prophet’s great 
call, recorded in the sixth chapter, was in 
the year that King Uzziah died. The fifth 
chapter, from which our lesson is taken, 
and the first four, may contain prophecies 
given in the reign of Uzziah. In any case, 
they give a picture of conditions during 
Isaiah’s early ministry. (Read Isa., chaps. 
1 to 5, and 2 Chron. 26: 1-23.) 
Verse by Verse 

Isaiah 5:8.—Woe. The first of six woes. 
Many count verses 13 to 17 an additional 
woe. These judgments are pronounced 
primarily against the upper classes, among 
whom Isaiah moved. Tradition says that 
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the prophet was a member of the royal 
family. Them: that join house to house... 
field to- ficld. This heaping up of riches by 
the gathering of large estates into the 
hands of a few owners is a development 
that always accompanies times of prosperity 
and increasing unrighteousness (Jas. 5: 3, 
4). It is always related to the oppression 
of the poor (Isa. 3:14, 15). The jubilee 
restoration of land was intended to check 
this development (Lev. 25: 13-19; Mic. 2: 
2). Till there be no place. That is, no 
room left forthe poor. Placed alone in 
the midst of the earth! That is, the wealthy 
owners are alone in the midst of a vast 
estate instead of having many happy owners 
dividing the land. 

Verse 9.—In mine ears. The Lord has re- 
vealed it to Isaiah (Isa. 22:14). Many 
houses shall be desolate, even great and 
fair, without inhabitant. The judgment 
will be like the sin. As the wealthy have 
prevented the growth of happy homes. so 
their great houses will be desolate. 

Verse 10.—Ten acres . one bath. 
About eight gallons of wine. The seed of 
an homer shall yicld an ephah. Eight 
bushels of seed would yield three pecks of 
grain (Ezek. 45:11), one tenth, instead of 
thirty, sixty, or a hundredfold. 


Verse 11.—Woe unto them. The second 
woe is pronounced against intemperance. 
That rise up early in the morning, that they 
may follow strong drink. Early morning 
drinking was counted a shameful thing. 
It was unnatural, and indicated self-in- 
dulgence and revelry among those who were 
leaders of the people (Acts 2:15; 1 Thess. 
5:7; Eccles. 10:15, 17). But the primary 
thought may be to emphasize their drink- 


ing day and night. The word for “strong 
drink” is from a root word implying intox- 
ication, meaning to drink to excess and 
usually indicates a drink intensely alcoholic, 
made from barley, from honey, or from 
dates. That continue until night, till wine 
inflame them! Here is continual revelry 
instead of attending to business, and espe- 
cially to the welfare of the nation. Pro- 
hibition would have been a great blessing 
to these men. 


Verse 12—The harp. A stringed instru- 
ment, small enough to be carried about 
(Isa. 23:16), played with the fingers (1 
Sam. 16:16). The viol. Or psaltery, a 
small instrument with a body of wood and 
strings of gut. The tabret. A timbrel,’ in 
the shape of a drum, something like the 
modern tambourine. Pipe. A kind of flute, 
from.a word meaning to bore through. 
And wine, are in their feasts. There is 
nothing wrong with the music, but in its 
use for revelry rather than for the glory 
of God. They regard not the work of the 
Lord, neither consider the operation of his 
hands. In Psalm 28: 4, 5 the work of the 
wicked and the operation of their hands 
is contrasted with the work of the Lord 
and the operation of his hands. The work 
of the Lord also includes his promised 
judgment on Israel, which they are not 
regarding. 


Verse 18—Woe unto them. This does 
not refer to a different class of people; 
those who gave way to drunkenness were 
led also into the other sins. Draw iniquity 
with cords of vanity, or falsehood. A pic- 
ture of reckless abandon to iniquity (59: 
4-8; Jer. 23: 10-14). Sin as it were with 
2 cart rope. <A statement parallel with 


Lesson for July 23 


the other. Drawing their sins as by the 
wagon load, going on toward judgment. 

Verse: 19—Let him make speed, and 
hasten his work. This is spoken in irony, 
like the mocking question, “Where is the 
promise of his coming?” (2 Pet. 3:3, 43 
Jer. 17:15). Let the counsel of the Holy 
One of Israel. Reckless sin leads to reck- 
less blasphemy, even holding up to ridicule 
the name of “the Holy One.” 

Verse 20.—Them that call evil good, and 
good evil. Another inevitable result of a 
wicked course (Rom. 1:25), close to the 
unpardonable sin (Matt. 12: 24, 31). How 
horribly men are doing this today by saying 
that heathen who worship demons are seek- 
ing the true and living God. That put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Sin 
is bitter and they were calling it sweet 
(Jer. 2:19; 4:18; Rom. 3:14; Psa. 119: 
103). 

Verse 21.—Wise in their own eyes. Thus 
it ever is with the wicked who reject the 
warnings of the prophets and the Word of 
God (Isa. 29:14, 15; Prov. 26:12; Rom. 
1S 2a): 

Verse 22—Mighty to drink wine. An 
ironic description of judges who should be 
mighty men in noble leadership of Israel; 
yet men do boast of those who are mighty 
to drink and can stand much drinking. 
To mingle strong drink. To mix it with 
spices to increase the appeal to the taste 
(Prov. 9: 2, 5). 

Verse 23.—Which justify the wicked for 
reward. The drink traffic has probably 
done more to corrupt justice in America 
than any other one outward thing. Take 
away the righteousness. of the righteous. 
That is, they acquit the evil doer and con- 
demn the righteous. 


Verse 24.—Their root shall be as rotten- 
ness. How vivid are these pictures of fire 
devouring stubble, flames consuming chaff, 
and the blossom going up as dust. Faithful 
is God in his warnings, and fearful in his 
execution of judgment. Because they have 
cast away the law of the Lord of hosts. 
This sin lies at the root of all other sins. 
Today we may tremble indeed as we real- 
ize that back of all lawlessness is tiie turn- 
ing from the Word of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Isaiah opens his fifth chapter with the 
beautiful song of his Beloved’s vineyard. 
He follows with terrific. denunciation of 
the sins. of‘ lust for wealth, drunkenness, 
political corruption, impiety, rejecting “the 
teaching of Jehovah of hosts” and despising 
“the word of the Holy One of Israel.” 
How modern is this ancient Book of Isa- 
iah! It is modern because it is God’s 
Word, and because sin and righteousness 
are the same in all ages. Lust, covetous- 
ness, and pride, Satan’s three great allies, 
fastened their fangs upon apostate Israel. 
Lust, covetousness, and pride are the three 
outstanding sins of our own beloved land. 
A great spiritual revival and turning back 
to God’s Word is our present urgent need 
in America. This must come before any 
new prohibition movement can succeed in 
gaining new victories in the fight against 
liquor and intemperance. 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

God’s Judgments. Study the great prin- 
ciples of God’s righteous judgments as set 
forth in this fifth chapter of Isaiah. God 
is the same righteous God, and -these prin- 
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Lesson Calendar 





4. July 23.—Isaiah D es Drunl 
ness and Other Sins (Temperance 
BEE aioe ct base sectaases Isaiah 5: 1-30 
5. July 30.—Gideon ...... Judges, Chapters 6-8 
6. August 6.—Ruth ........ The Book ot Ruth 


7. August 13.—Hannah. 1 Samuel, Chapters 1, 2 
8 August 20.—Samuel. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 3, 7, 12 
9. August 27.—Saul. 1 Samuel, Chapters 9-11, 15 
10. September 3.—David. 
1 Samuel 16: 1-13; Psalm, 78 : 70-72 
11. September 10.—Jonathan. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 18-20 
12. September 17.—Solomon. 
1 Kings, Chapters 5-8 








ciples apply today. There is the prophet 
faithfully denouncing the sins, and giving 
warning concerning the judgments. God 
is longsuffering and patient, and gives many 
warnings. The judgments are fearful and 
severe, but give a just recompense for the 
sins. Covetousness and oppression of the 
poor are rewarded with poverty and deso- 
lation. As the punishment is delayed 
through God’s mercy, men increase in their 
blasphemous disregard of God. The warn- 
ings are with the purpose of turning men 
from their sin. For national sins there 
are national punishments, God raising up 
other nations as his instruments of chas- 
tisement. Finally we note that all judg- 
ments are typical of the final great judg- 
ments to be poured out upon men, as 
pictured in the Revelation. 

Temperance and Prohibition. Men who 
favor liquor never tire of pointing out that 
the Bible does not enjoin prohibition, but 
teaches temperance. This is true. The 
Bible deals with principles, and does not 
enter into the method of legislation in han- 
dling problems that individuals and peoples 
must deal with. The Bible does recognize 
the principle of prohibition; priests were 
forbidden to drink wine or strong drink. 
Temperance concerning all things connected 
with: the body is enjoined upon men, 


Practical and Personal Applications 

“Be not drunk with wine, ... but be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Walking 
in the Spirit is the one great recipe for 
true temperance. The fruit of the Spirit 
is temperance, or self-control. The body 
of the Christian is the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit. God’s way of handling intemper- 
ance — temptations to drink, to over-eating, 
to excesses of all kinds—-is not merely 
to contend against them, but to be controlled 
by the Spirit. 

Let us awake to our national sins and to 
the fearful reality of judgment! God’s 
Word plainly tells us that evil doers shall 
wax worse and worse, and that in the last 
days grievous times shall come, when men 
shall be “lovers of money, . .. lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God; hold- 
ing a form of godliness, but having denied 
the power thereof” (2 Tim. 3: 1-5). These 
days are upon us, and we should faithfully 
see the danger and denounce the sins. Only 
when there is conviction of sin will the 
Gospel message be received. 

Beware of turning from the Word of God. 
At the heart of Israel’s sins as set forth 
by Isaiah was their turning from God’s 
word. The sin at the heart of the griev- 
ous times predicted for the last days is 
the despising of God’s Word. Our protec- 
tion is set forth in 2 Timothy 3: 14-17. 

Put spiritual revival first, legislation sec- 
ond. The Church is not called to take part 
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in legislation, but to turn men to God and 
his ways. But Christians are citizens of 
the State, as well as members of the 
Church, and have their duty as Christian 
citizens. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Let us do everything possible to save our 
boys and girls from drink and’ drunkenness, 
for the liquor traffic will do everything pos- 
sible to make them drinkers and drunkards. 

“The liquor business,” said the wet Chi- 
cago Tribune on July 11, 1917, “has been 
the faithful ally of every vicious element 
in American life. It has protected crim- 
inals; it has fostered the Social Evil, and 
has bribed politicians, juries, and legis- 
latures.” 

The liquor business has not been con- 
verted since 1917; all engaged in it who 
got converted left the business. 

Bismarck is quoted as having said, “The 
prevalent use of beer is deplorable. Beer 
drinking makes men stupid, lazy, and in- 
capable.” A German Chancellor should 
know. 


To make the highways safe for Amer- 
ica’s twenty-seven million. automobiles, it 
will be necessary to take away the personal 
liberty of drivers to drink intoxicants and 
to murder men. 

Total abstinence from intoxicants. should 
not be a substitute for the presence in his 
fullness of the Holy Spirit, the one creator 
of true temperance. 

Cotumszia, S. C. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 


MATERIAL: A signpost, with road 
signs pointing two ways, one marked, 
“The Way of the Righteous,” and the 
other, “The Way of the Ungodly.” 


OU have all been on a trip somewhere 

when you arrived at a fork in the 
road. In some parts of the country, there 
are no road signs, and you had to drive 
on until you came: to a house, or met some 
one, to ask about the way to go. 

In California, almost all our roads are 
posted, and when you come to a fork in 
the road, or a crossroad, there stands a 
sign something like this, telling plainly the 
destination of each road. 

Did you know that God has put up a 
road sign on your life road? Here it is. 
This is the Way of the Righteous. It 
is narrow and steep, and you must travel 
carefully. Sometimes there are obstacles 
that you must detour around. But it leads 
by still waters and through green pastures. 
It may lead through the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, but its destination is the 
Celestial City. There is no congestion of 
traffic on this road, but your fellow travelers 
are wonderful friends and always stand “by 
in case of need. 

The other way is a broad highway, the 
Way of the Ungodly. There are gay re- 
sorts along the way, and plenty of drinks. 
There are dance halls, theaters, crowds 
everywhere, and all kinds of pleasures, with 
none of God’s commands to cramp the style. 
A road with no restrictions, and no speed 
limit. But its end is in the fires of hell. 

And you must travel on one road or the 
other. Which? 


Mopesto, CAL. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School ‘Times _ staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


\W HAT three sins did Isaiah join together, 
which are linked in a very striking way 
in America today? 


2. What would you judge to be the worst 
sin denounced by Isaiah, the sin that led to all 
the others? 


3. What do temperance leaders think are 
three of the greatest reasons for the present 
movement against prohibition ? 


4. What do temperance leaders consider the 
greatest present need in the fight against legal- 
ized liquor? 


5. Will the benefits in revenue, promised by 
the proponents of “Repeal,” offset the moral 
and physical damage that is bound to result 
from the legalized sale of alcoholic beverages ? 


6. Can the loss’ of moral fiber, manhood, 
and honor be measured in terms of dollars 
and cents? 


7. What use did our Lord Jesus make of 
this fifth chapter of Isaiah? 


8. What is the connection between Isaiah’s 
parable of the vineyard, 5: 1-7, and the re- 
mainder of the fifth chapter? 


Answers to the Questions 


‘he answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Drunkenness in the High Places.—Of 
a truth many houses shall be desolate, even 
great and fair (Isa. 5:9). 

I live in what is probably the most beau- 
tiful and prosperous section of the U. S. A. 
East of Coatesville, all the way to the 
Delaware River, are countless beautiful 
homes and estates with broad velvety green 
lawns, sunken gardens, fountains and lily 
ponds, and all the lovely things wealth can 
command. Yet in that charming stretch of 
suburban beauty I know houses “even great 
and fair” where Drunkenness and his twin 
sister Narcotics have worked a desolation 
greater than my poor pen can paint. 

“Soaked and drugged” is the continued 
story that comes out the doors of certain 
of those fine homes. How do I know? 
Because, for years I have been a weeping 
post for a good part of this U. S. A. and 
Canada, including the smiling Eastern 
Pennsylvania. 

Listen! That poor fellow whose sin and 
crime walk him to the chair or rope can 
and does have a servant of the Lord to 
walk by his side to the gate of death with 
the story of the penitent thief. But in the 
house of the “great and fair” they die 
desolate and alone, often raving, if not 
drunken or doped. I have written this 
paragraph with tears because some have 
been fine fellows I have known (Isa. 28: 
1; Luke 21: 34). 


Cords and Ropes.—W0e unto them that 
draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin 
as it were with a cart rope: (v. 18). I 
was not sure just what this text meant, 
sO as is my custom when in doubt, I asked 
my old friend of 1712, Dr. Matthew Henry, 
and here is what he has to say: 
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“Who are eagerly set upon sin, and vio- 
lent in their sinful pursuits, who take as 
much pains to sin [drink] as the cattle 
[horses, mules, or oxen] do that draw in a 
team, who put themselves to the stretch for 
the gratifying of their inordinate appetites. 
... They think themselves as sure of com- 
passing their wicked project as if they were 
pulling it towards them with strong cart- 
ropes; but they will find themselves dis- 
appointed, for they will prove cords of 


vanity, which will break when they come 


to any stress.” Written over 200 years 
before the Eighteenth Amendment! 

Now for Ridgway in 1933. I have just 
been reading Bill McCoy’s account of his 
life as a rum runner, as he told it to a 
newspaper man. Bill was the King Bee 
on “Rum Row” out in the Atlantic. He 
finished his story with his. jail sentence. 
Bill said it was exciting, but there was 
nothing to it. It didn’t pay. Began with 
the little yarn (cords) that tie up parcels 
in the stores, and wound -up in rope that 
would pull a cart. “A glass of good beer 
with a meal hurts nobody,” is the cord. 
“Whisky straight as ofteu as you can get 
it,” is the cart rope. (Prov. 23: 32.) 


The Dust of Drink.—Therefore as the 
fire devoureth the stubble, ... their blossom 
shall go up*as dust (v. 24). Did you ever 
see a field of stubble on fire? It does not 
blaze away up like a field of prairie grass 
or woods fire, but just crawls and spreads 
along with more smoke: than flame. But 
how it can go and how hard it is to fight 
on account. of the dense, blinding, acrid, 
suffocating smoke. 

The Bible makes drunkenness and other 
sins like a stubble fire. Once a start you 
have a hard, stubborn fight upon your 
hands. After the fire has swept over the 
stubble there is nothing left to bloom and 
blossom. It is a field of ashes, and such 
fine ashes that it is only dust, which the 
slightest breeze will make “go up.” 

That is the trouble with the drinker. He 
is all burnt out. Has no staying power. 
Is “fired” by the boss. The first step into 
regular bum-dom. He is like old Tommy 
Morton’s ten acres, 

Old Tommy had a little farm near 
Coatesville. A remote ten-acre field bor- 
dered the main line of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. Old Tommy never planted that 
field' in corn or potatoes, but in wheat or 
oats. The land was poor and the crop 
light, but there was always a stubble. In 
those days locomotive spark catchers had 
not been perfected, and so it. was every 
year. old Tommy’s stubble went up in 
smoke. Then Tommy would call on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad for damages. It 
was cheaper to draw ‘a check than to de- 
pend upon a Chester County Jury. That 
ten acres raised old Tommy’s surest crop. 
It became a habit with cld Tommy and a 
joke in town. The boys said that every 
July the Treasurer of the Pennsy drew a 
check for Thomas Morton, so as to have 
it ready for him, as he was sure to come 
with the same old smoky tale of woe. 

I don’t know as to that, but I do know 
that in spite:of drought or hail or low 
prices the return from that ten acres was 
sure. And the Rum crop is just as sure, 
and the “pay” is all ready. The Devil has 
the check ready (Rom. 6: 23). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


July 8, 1933 


The IHustration Round Table 


Strange Fire.—W oe unto them that draw 
iniquity with cords of vanity (v. 18). A 
Los Angeles Jewish newspaper says: At 
a district meeting of Sisterhoods recently 
held, one of the speakers, a rabbi’s wife, 
rose to “do her stuff.” While on her feet, 
and before launching forth on her message, 
she took a long puff of the cigarette be- 
tween her lips, inhaled the smoke, blew it 
through her nose, dipped the burning end 
of the. delicate and dainty weed in what 
of coffee remained in the demi-tasse, and 
lifting her eyes and voice on high, said: 
“The first and most important duty of a 
Sisterhood is to deepen the religious life 
of the congregation. The Sisterhood must 
be chiefly concerned with the spiritual side 
of the congregation’s life.” Sisterhoods, 
spirituality, and cigarettes are a strange 
combination. I can’t imagine Sarah, Re- 
becca, Rachel, Leah, Hannah, Deborah, 
smoking cigarettes /e shame shoma yim 
(“to the glory of God”). Cigarettes and 
spirituality suggest to me the sons of Aaron 
bringing strange fire to the altar of God.— 
From Israel’s Advocate. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Building Our Prison.—W oe unto them 
that draw... sin as it were with a cart 
rope (v. 18). At one time many convicts 
were employed in building high . walls 
around the prison grounds at Portland. 
Soldiers posted above them with loaded 
guns watched them at their work. Every 
brick laid rendered their escape more im- 
possible, and yet they themselves were lay- 
ing them. So-each sin committed makes 
it harder to refrain from further sin, more 
difficult to turn back—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


“And Unashamed.”—Wo0e unio them 
that call evil good, and good evil (v. 20). 
A cartoon in Colliers’ satirizes the pro- 
gressive new ideas of the present genera- 
tion in a ridiculous picture of Adam, Eve, 
and Cain. Cain has just killed Abel, whose 
body lies on the ground. Adam is showing 
considerable excitement over the first death 
in man’s history, and that a murder. Eve- 
is trying to quiet Adam. Cain is smoking - 
a cigarette and looks unconcerned at the 
dead body of his brother. Underneath are 
the words of Eve to Adam. “Now don’t 
take on, Adam. You simply don’t under- 
stand Cain. He belongs to another genera- 
tion, which is solving its problems. in its 
own way, facing the facts of life frankly, 
fearlessly, wide-eyed, and unashamed.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Maggie Elizabeth Evans, Eolian, Tex. 
Prise illustration. 


A Breaker of Hearts.—Woe unto them 
that are mighty to drink wine (v. 22). In 
one of our cities not long ago a mother 
asked her pastor to come to see her. When 
he reached the home he found the mother 
with her children waiting for him. She 
was the wife of a man who was to be 
executed the following day for murder. 
And she said, “I am wondering if you 
would intercede and get my husband’s body 
that we might bring him home, and have 
a little service here. And would you mind 
conducting that service for me?” The: 
preacher did so, The next morning at the 
mother’s request he went to her home ‘and 
awaited the dread hour with them. Finally 
the hands on the clock pointed to noon, and 




















Lesson for July 23 


there was just a sob. It was only a little 
while until a plain black wagon came down 
the street. It backed up to the front door, 
and the officers‘came in ‘carrying a‘ plain 
unpainted box. They placed it upon two 
chairs and hurried away. The preacher un- 
fastened the lid and lifted it. The boy 
came and looked into the casket, then the 
mother came and stood there with her 
little ones. And as she stood’ and stroked 
the father’s. brow, she said to the preacher, 
“Father was such a good man when he 
didn’t drink.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


President Grant’s Message.—Rightcous- 
ness exalteth (Golden Text). President 
Grant sent this message for THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times in 1876: “Your favor of 
yesterday, asking a message from me to 
the children and youth of the United States 
. . . is this moment received. My advice 
to Sunday-schools, no matter what their de- 
nomination, is, ‘Hold fast to the Bible as 
the sheet anchor of your liberties. Write 
its precepts in your hearts, and practice 
them. in your lives. To the influence of 
this Book are we indebted for all the prog- 
ress made in true civilization, and to this 
we must look as our guide in the future. 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin 
is a reproach to any people.”’ Yours re- 
spectfully, U. S. Grant."—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God’s Great Leaders in Israel: 
How They Kept the Faith 

4. Isaiah spoke for God . .. and—? 











SCHOOL boy in Mexico has lately 
spoken for God, and who can yet tell 
what may be the glorious consequences? 
Your girls will thrill to hear his words, 
in the form of an “Oath of Abhorrence,” 
for which he received a gold medal from 
the President of his country and the far 
greater thrill of hearing his words chanted 
by a great throng of fifty thousand of his fel- 
low schoolmates in the National Stadium, in 
Mexico City. Under the flag of their coun- 
try, with bared heads and right hands lifted 
high these are the words they solemnly 
chanted: “Beneath our glorious flag and 
under the eyes of God, we swear one and 
all, to abhor alcohol, the assassin of our 
national spirit, the degenerator of our race.” 
Is such a declaration on the part of Mexi- 
can youth due, in large part, to the “Anti- 
Alcohol Hour” observed every Friday from 
eleven to twelve in twenty-two thousand 
public schools of that land? 
Your girls may find the fifth chapter of 
Isaiah difficult to understand, in full, but 
his spirit and courage in speaking out as 
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Wine when itis red, 
when it sparkieth in 

the cup,when it goeth 
down smoothly: at the 
last it biteth like a ser- 
pent,and stingeth like 

an adder.’ prov. 23:31,32. 


eis wise,who descries 
the glint of adders eyes 
’ inthe sparkle of the wine. 




















* Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as st 
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p co slides. There are 20 series of these, con- 





taining 30 to 40 slides each, with c t ki 





a cted sermon out of each series. They 
may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 75c each colored, from The 
Bond Slide Company, 549 West Randolph Street, Chicago. 
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he did for God, against the national sins 
of his day, including the destroying sin of 
intemperance, they can understand. Help 
them to hear especially Isaiah’s words in 
verses II and 12, describing the insidious 
effects of alcohol in social life. It is just 
here that it makes its first attack against 
our young people. You will not have to 
travel far from your home, if at all, to 
hear of high school drinkers and drinking 
parties, already on the increase since beer 
is again legalized! Help them to hear 
Isaiah’s words against those who “call evil 
good, and good evil; . ... that are wise in 
their own eyes, and prudent in their own 
sight ... to mingle strong drink . . . which 
justify the wicked for a reward, and take 
away the righteousness of the righteous 
from him” (Isa. 5: 20-23). What clearer 
words can you find on the utter folly of 
America’s recent legalization of beer? Then 
help your girls to hear, with understanding, 
those awful words of judgment in verse 24 
—the end of those who “cast away the law 
of the Lord of hosts, and [who have] de- 
spised the word of the Holy One” whom 
we worship. 

Have you not at least one girl who will 
be the Frances Willard of this generation, 
joining hands across the Rio Grande with 
that boy of Mexico, in declaring her ab- 
horrence of that which is destroying her 
people, and enlisting her mates in standing 
together against all forms of alcoholic in- 
dulgence? 

Surely these ‘“Anti-Alcoholic Half 
Hours” of Sunday-school teaching ought to 
bear such fruit, under the blessing of the 
God of all righteousness. 


Home Study 


Memorize Isaiah 5: 20-24 — as fine words 
on temperance as our Bible contains. 


Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Welcome back, thief!” 
Discussion: Let the fellows name some 


of the values which alcohol steals from a 
fellow. 


Objective: Barring out the thief. 


AY, fellows, under what conditions 

would you say such a salutation as this 
would be appropriate? — “Welcome back, 
thief!” Doubtless you answer, “Under no 
conditions,” and I heartily agree with you. 
Nobody wants a thief to return. One 
broke into my house one night and stole 
my purse with all I had in it. I certainly 
do not want him to return. 

Yet that is what the nation is saying as 
it legalizes the sale of alcoholic liquors. 
“Welcome back, Thief Alcohol; we out- 
lawed you fourteen years ago, because 
you were stealing manhood, virtue, hon- 
esty, prosperity, health, peace, life, ané 
soul; but you allied yourself with boot- 
leggers and continued to steal from some 
of us, so we have decided to take you back 
as an accredited member of the family in 
good and regular standing. Welcome 
back !” 

Following the action of Congress in 
April, legalizing the sale of beer and wine 
with alcoholic content, the state legislatures 
have been opening the gates and welcoming 
alcohol back. In some communities the 
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date was set for Monday, May 1, at 12.01 
A. M., at which time cafés, soda founts, 
drug stores, and billiard halls and tenpin 
alleys were prepared to begin dealing out 
bottles and mugs of the “suds” to the 
“eager and waiting thirsty throats.” Peo- 
ple stayed up Sunday evening for midnight 
to catch the first opportunity for a legal- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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ized drink. “‘Watch Night Parties” were 
held in honor of the event. At 11.30 P. M. 
the streets were crowded with automobiles 
and the sidewalks filled with pedestrians, 
awaiting the “epochal return.” One, not 
knowing, might have gotten the impression 
that some glorious and blessed thing had 
come to pass and was to be appropriately 
celebrated. Promptly one minute past mid- 
night, boisterous music burst forth, sales 
began, glasses clinked, raucous shouts were 
heard, and the drench had begun. There 
were a lot of young fellows in that crowd 
—some girls, too—from decent families. 
Some drank, some did not. Many were on 
hand out of curiosity — just to see this new, 
strange thing. No wonder; it had been 
widely advertised. Some fellows took their 
first drink that night. This “beer and 
light wines” had been proclaimed as -harm- 
less — not like. bootleg liquor from which 
they had refrained. But they got their 
start. May God help them that they go 
no farther. His help will be necessary. 

Fellows, you have come along to your 
high school and college age since the thief 
was kicked out. You were not here when 
the thief ran the saloon, so you do not 
know what were the horrors of those days. 
Perhaps you look on the return of the 
thief more calmly than those who suffered 
from his presence here twenty years ago, 
or more. But listen, fellows; you will find 
out. The thief will take his toll, and those 
who know are sorry. 

But, fellows, you have a right to kick 
this thief off your premises. Do it. To 
“steal away your brain” (as Shakespeare 
says of alcohol) the thief has to enter your 
mouth. Shut your lips tight, clench your 
teeth, and shake your head. Keep the thief 
out. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast given us abundant warning in thy 
Word concerning the woes that follow evil 
deeds. Forgive us that we have been so hard 
to teach, so slow to learn, so ready to put bit- 
ter for sweet and sweet for bitter. As we study 
the words today that the Spirit gave to Isaiah, 
may we not thoughtlessly assume that we can 
escape the consequences of our own wrong- 
doing, but may we turn to thee in confession 
and earnest purpose to follow thee. We ask 
it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Away back in the 
year 1876, President Ulysses S. Grant 
wrote a letter to the Editor of THE SuN- 
DAY ScHooL Times in which he said, for 
the benefit of the children and youth of the 
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United States, “Hold fast to the Bible as 
the sheet anchor of your liberty, write its 
precepts in your hearts and practice them 
in your lives,’ He closed his letter with 
these words, “Righteousness exalteth a 
nation: but sin is a reproach to any peo- 
ple,’ — our Golden Text for today. The 
newspapers are printing pictures now of the 
crowds. around places’ where beer ‘licenses 
are issued. Every little way along our 
streets beer signs are appearing, —.what a 
reproach to the nation that makes possible 
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this sort of thing and much more like it! 
Let us do what we can to spread the Gos- 
pel that men might find the real secret of 
righteousness. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Pivot: God’s good gifts to us. 
1. God’s greatest gift. 
2. How to become his child. 











OW beautiful the world is! Have you 
ever thought that all the lovely things 
we enjoy on the earth—the fields, the 
trees, the birds, the flowers—belong to 
God? They are God’s good gifts to man. 
He has given us “richly all things to en- 
joy” (1 Tim. 6:17). Yes, the lovely soft, 
breezes, the dewdrops, the warm. sun,. the 
moonlight, the twinkling stars—all be- 
long to God, and “the sea is his, and... 
his hands formed the dry land” (Psa. 95: 
5). : 
Everything he has made is perfect. Look 
closely at a flower, or a leaf, or a butterfly, 
and you will see how perfectly it is made. 
The works of his hands tell us how won- 
derful God is! And “He causeth the grass 
to grow for the cattle, and herb for the 
service of man: that he may bring forth 
food out of the earth,” as our Memory 
Verse tells us (Psa. 104:14). Have you 
ever thanked God for making all these 
things for you to enjoy? You know: 


The birdies in the tree tops sing their song, 

The angels chant their praises all day long, 

The flowers in the garden blend their hue, 

So why shouldn’t. I? Why shouldn’t you? 
Praise him too! 


Although the world is very beautiful, 
God has given us something even more 
wonderful than the world, and that is his 
own dear Son. Sin had entered God’s 
lovely earth, and “the wages of sin is. death” 
(Rom. 6:23). There was only. one .way 
by which sin could be put away, and that 


was by the death of the sinless Son of God: 


in our place. Now God offers us salvation 
through him. (Explain simply what ‘this 
means.) When we receive the Lord Jesus 
as our Saviour, we become a child of God, 
and he becomes our heavenly Father. Would 
you not like to be the child of the One who 
made this wonderful earth? Then come 
today and say, like David, “J will take the 
cup of salvation, and call upon the name of 
the Lord.” 

Tell the story in Daniel 1, stressing the 
point that Daniel and his friends had done 
the same as David, and because they had 
accepted his salvation, they would do noth- 
ing to displease the God who had given 
them this great gift. Tell the children how 
God rewarded their obedience to his com- 
mands. (Compare Numbers 6: 3.) 


Expression Work 
Let the children suggest a list of some 
of God’s good gifts to man. Write them 
on the blackboard, heading the list with 
God's greatest and best Gift, 
“Jesus Christ — My. Saviour.” 


York, Enc. 




















Lesson for July 23 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for July 23) 


1. Love of money, drinking, and political 
corruption. 


2. The sin of rejecting God’s Word (Isa. 
5: 24). 

3. One is the steadfast misrepresentation of 
the actual facts; a second is the revulsion 
against bootlegging and lawlessness; a third is 
the supposition that a change in the prohibi- 
tion law will be among the factors to deliver 
us from depression. 


4. Many leaders consider that education in 
temperance and in the facts about legalized 
liquor is the greatest need, and they fear that 
this has been_neglected since prohibition was 
put into the Constitution. 

5. Most assuredly not. 

6. It cannot. (Mark 8: 36, for instance.) 

7. Compare Isaiah 5: 1-7 with Matthew 21: 
33-46, especially verses 43-46. 

8. It is because of the truth, so clearly 
brought to light in the opening parable of the 
vineyard, that Isaiah charges his. nation with 
their own unfruitfulness, in not bringing forth 
the righteousness that God had every reason 
to expect from them. Verses 8, 24, and 26- 
30 prophesy the judgment of God. 





For Family Worship 


- By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 17 to 23 


Mon.—Isaiah 5 : 8-12. ‘Drunkenness Denounced. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Men generally ap- 
prove liquor, but God denounces its use. 
Popular sanctions: of strong drink are 
wrong. Vox populi as regards beer is not 
the voice of God. The Lord’s pronounce- 
ments and warnings hold good throughout 
all time. Drunkenness is allied with a mul- 
titude of evils: divorce, prodigality, fraud, 
and all sorts of sins. God disapproves 
manufacture, sale, and use of strong drink. 
The unsaved sons and daughters of Chris- 
tian parents are exposed to the temptation 
to drink as never before. Pray that the 
Lord will stir fathers and mothers*to. pray 
and use Scriptural means for their salva- 
tion. 
Tues.—Isaiah 5 : 18-24. Woes of the Drunkard. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The woes of the 
drunkard follow him into the world to 
come. Drunkenness rapidly populates the 
underworld. The drinker suffers the loss 
of physical, mental, and moral power. He 
leaves behind him a blighted home, ruined 
lives, wasted property, shattered health, a 
broken reputation, marred usefulness, mor- 
tified kindred and acquaintances. He takes 
with him into the next world a lost soul, 
a tormenting memory, and an unremitting 
despair. Pray that evils threatening mil- 
lions of. our fellow men may so appear be- 
fore us as to move to deep. compassionate 
prayer. and devoted efforts for their sal- 
vation, 
Wed.—Proverbs 22 : 19-26. 
: Drunkenness and Poverty. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Poverty is one 
curse that overtakes the drunkard. A widow 
gave a drinker, who wanted ‘a new front” 
to help secure employment, her deceased 
husband’s business suit.. Next day he was 
back in rags on the same street begging for 
assistance. Poverty like an armed: bandit 
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besets the drinker. Rescue missions re- 


ceive the ragged brigade of once bright 
mechanics, merchants, or professional men, ur ree og ves 
who set out to prove that their theories i a : 
about liquor were better than God’s. Word. | Money For Foreign Missionaries 
Pray for rescue missions. Ask God’s guid- 
. : - . ORBIGN MISSIONARIES everywhere 
ance for their superintendents, his blessing F have confidence in our Missionary 
upon their meetings, and for souls from Bureau as the most economical ‘source 
their labors. for personal supplies and mission equip- 


ment of high quality. 
Thurs.—Titus 2:1-10. Sobriety Enjoined. 





er SECRETARIES and Purchasing Agents of 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Christians are not Foreign Missions find that our free cata- 

all temperate. Gratification of the natural log and — y ontngpne er enables them to 
appetite for food and stimulants is greater pail 2 Sethe yedieegene sy ae 

woh some than others. Those we are MISSION Boards can eeonomize* by select- 


‘ ‘ r . ‘ : ing hardware, paints and other buildin 
susceptible to this evil will find their vic- materials from or catalog, for shipment 


tory lies only in siding with Christ in the abroad. 

temptation, and in avoiding places and occa- If you haven't a Montgomery Ward Catalog, 
sions of temptations. Pray that Christians write TODAY for a free copy. 

who hold loose views on the liquor ques- MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
tion may have their eyes opened to see the Export Department CHICAGO, U.S. A. 
evil in the light of Holy Scripture. 


Fri—1 Peter 2: 11-17. Obeying the Law. 
Prayer Succestions: As lights in this RK UNIO 
dark world of sin, Christians are enjoined MILITARY 
to submit to every ordinance of man for ACADEMY 


the Lord’s sake. The powers that be are 


> ‘ : An Honor Christian School with the highest 
ordained of God for punishment of evil academic rating. Junior School from six years. 
doers and praise of them that do well. In | Housemother. Separate building. Upper School 


everything not contrary to the will of God ) ag Tubes, Suan be 
revealed in Scripture, we are bound to sub- Wicker. Box AZ, Fork Union, Virginia. 

mit to authority. Pray for all in authority. 
Their duties, responsibilities, and the dif- Christian people visiting the World’s 
ficulties, discouragements under which they Fair will find 


ge be remembered before God W AKEM AN H ALL 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 5 : 9-13. 
Avoiding Evil Companions. 904-906 N. LaSalle Street CHICAGO, ILL. 
PRAYER. SUGGESTIONS: The company we CLEAN - COOL - COMFORTABLE 
keep either improves or harms us. Ques- Daily Rate $1.00 Send tor booklet 


a 
,| Don't ech 
AMERICAN Shrink! 


























BIBLE OU can avoid a shrinking income, as many 
others have done, by placing your money 
SOCIETY in Annuity Agreements of the American Bible 
é Society. 

Se An Annuity Agreement 
GUARANTEEING is a legal contract in which the American Bible 
Socio in return for a gift of money ($100 or 
(qenbanen camera) over) binds itself to pay to the holder (the holder 
or being called an annuitant) a specified sum every 

a year as long as the annuitant lives. 

These Annuity Agreements are safe; because 


they are backed by the sound financial resources 
and business management of a trustworthy in- 
“er stitution whose work is indispensable to the 
Christian enterprise and whose annuity program 
has stood the test for over 80 years. 


An easy-to-read booklet tells you all about it—the 
rates you receive—how you help in making the 
Scriptures widely available around the earth— 
how a relative or friend may be included. 


























ry x American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
= MAIL Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-65 
eatin entitled “*A Gift That Lives.”’ 
AS HIGH AS THIS 
1 ly Z% COUPON] Name D ination. 
we TODAY perian 
accots, ve 
< | , 
City. State 
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HOTEL BROZTELL 


5th Avenue - 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


Its location, its accessibility to all 
lines of transportation, to leading 
stores, churches, libraries and parks 
make it unusually attractive as a stop- 
ping-place for the traveling public. 


Ladies traveling without escort will 

find THE BROZTELL surround- 

ings home-like, with an atmosphere 
of security and rest. 


RATES 


Room with bath, tub-and-shower 
from $2.00 for one person. 


Room with bath, tub-and-shower 
from $3.00 for two persons. 
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tionable companionships must be avoided if 
we would maintain a spotless reputation, 
and a telling testimony for Christ. Seek 
the company of the pure and virtuous. 
Pray over your companionships. Ask the 
Lord’s guidance in the formation of new 
ones. Friends selected with the approval 
of Christ last throughout eternity. 
Sun.—Psalm 85 : 7-13. Prayer for the Nation. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: When wickedness 
abounds there is a temptation to coolness in 
the prayer life. But seasons of moral break- 
down are as much a call to prayer as those 
of public calamity. When the enemy comes 
in like a flood we should pray that God will 
lift up a standard against him. A good 
prayer for today is provided in this Psalm: 
“Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us 
thy salvation.” Pray for the early reap- 
pearance of the work of God among the 
people of God the world around. Pray, O 
pray, for revival. 











BON AIR 
Hopotesre LODGE 


A perfect vacation . . . nearathand. Bath- 
ing, golfandtennis. Miles of bridle paths. 
Ideal for rest and relaxation. Delicious, 
plentiful food. Family clientele. Christian 
Management. Illustrated folder FREE 


AMERICAN PLAN RATES from 
$S Daily $25 Weekly 


Private Cottages from $400 per Season 
P. O. LANDING, NEW JERSEY 
TEL. HOPATCONG 375 




















ing to- 
New-Uorke ? 


*« Choose for 
LOCATION= ECONOMY 
HOTEL COMFORT 


SHERMANSQUARE 


7Ot. St. BROADWAY 71s: St. 








THE BRYN MAWR - LODGE 


OCEAN GROVE, NEW JERSEY 
OcEAN — BoaRDWALK — HuGE AuprTortum — CASINO 
The Auditorium seats 10,000 people 
Bathing, boating, tennis, golf, horseback riding. 
RATES: $15 per week, fine room and meals, two 
in room. (Add §1.00 for only one in room). 
Rooms available without meals at moderate cost — 
daily or weekly. 
Write for descriptive booklet, or phone Asbury Park 1522. 


EASTON S. S. BEARE, Manager 


WHITFIELD 


One of the er Equipped Hotels in 
OCEAN GROVE, N. J. 
Fireproof. Overlooking Ocean, 
New Low Rates Now Prevailing. 
Christian Clientele. 
- Booklet - C. M. S. HERMAN. 





Phone 1991 





When answering advertisements, please men-« 
tion The Sunday School Times. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 30. Friendship with Those of Other Races, 
Mark 7 : 24-30. 





Sunday, July 23 


Prob!ems of Friendship 
(1 Cor. 15:33; 2 Tim. 4: 16) 





Mon.—Finding true friends (Prov. 17: 17). 

Tues.—When a friend rebukes us (Prov. 
7:5, ©. 

Wed.—W hen friends disagree (Acts 15 : 36- 


41). ‘ 

Thurs.—When friends forsake (2 Tim. 4: 
9-18). 

Fri.—Signing a friend’s note (Prov. 17 : 18). 

Sat.—How to be a good mixer (Prov. 18: 
24). 











What is the difference between acquaintance- 
ship, friendship, and intimacy ? 

What is your greatest problem in friendship? 

What if our friendly approaches are rejected? 


N CONSIDERING last week’s topic, 

“Our Need of Friends,” we saw that 
true friendship consisted in loving another 
for that other’s own sake, and not for what 
that other is to the one who loves. Ac- 
quaintanceship involves no such love. You 
may be friendly to an acquaintance, although 
this is not necessarily implied by the term 
acquaintanceship, and yet never be a true 
friend to such a one. 

Likewise it is possible to be intimate 
with another, and yet not be a true friend. 
The ties of association often produce inti- 
macy. We are more or less intimate with 
those with whom we work. In the home 
we are necessarily intimate with others in 
our families. Yet it is sadly true that, even 
in our homes, true friendship, — that unself- 
ish outgoing of the whole soul to another in 
a ceaseless and unswerving affection, — is 
seldom to be found. 

“Friendliness resembles friendship,” 


says 
Aristotle, 


“and yet it is not friendship.” 
ye 
Keeping in mind, then, this pure ideal of 
friendship as unselfish love, what are some 
of the problems of friendship? Perhaps 
the greatest problem is our own capacity 
for such a love. Since true friendship in- 
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volves a love with the element of selfish- . 


ness eliminated, our friendships can rise 
only to-the degree with which self is elim- 
inated in our own lives. 

= 

But suppose friends rebuke us or dis- 
agree with us, or do things of which we 
disapprove? If our friendship is truly one 
of self-forgetfulness such things will not 
alter our love. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, in “The Auto- 
crat of the Breakfast Table,” tells of a side 
door of the heart which enters at once into 
the secret chambers of one’s being, and of 
the peril of trusting a key to that door to 
any loved one. “Be very careful to whom 
you trust one of these keys of the side 
door,” he said. “The fact of possessing 
one renders those even who are dear to you 
very terrible at times.” 


2 
But what if our friendship is rejected? 
Can that cause our love for the other to 


die? Not if that love is a true unselfish 


love, for such a love expects no return. 
It loves for the sake of the individual alone. 

It is true that such an unreturned friend- 
ship can never flower to its fullest. The 
very fact that the other does not regard 
us as we regard that one means, in most in- 
stances, that we shall have few opportuni- 
ties for expressing our friendship. Yet 
that need not alter its quality. 

How important, then, it is for us to trust 
God in the matter of our friendships, and 
ask him first of all to create in us the 
capacity for true friendship and then lead 
us to those whom he knows will be the 
ones toward whom our friendship should 
be directed. 
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